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As promised, here’s the 1896 case for counsel and counsel’s opinion on same.

Hello Nick,

Here’s a quick bit of background information on them. As you may be well aware
in the late C19" the greens were not all they could have been and there was a big problem
with blown sand making a mess of them and much else. The Council were interested in
taking control not just of the five (there was one in front of the old Esplanade) greens but
also the shore to improve matters. Some dialogue took place with the frontagers, but no
progress was made in them transferring their interests over to the Council. There were
several reasons for that, but one of them was the confusion about the legal ownership of
the greens and the shore and what rights over them were held and who held them. To sort
the matter out the Council decided to get a legal opinion (in the form of the case for
counsel, enclosed) from a London barrister, a Mr. Thompson. They sent a small
delegation to London with it. The delegation took some supporting papers as mentioned
in the case. Mr. Thompson gave his legal advice (in the form of his opinion, also
enclosed).

You may well ask, what happened next? Well, I am presently engaged in trying to
find that out myself! Unfortunately, the W&CH records (that is the library’s microfilm of
them has been stolen/lost - that is a difficulty!) are not available. However, the greens, as
we know, stayed with the frontagers until the 1930s.

Nick, the above is just the bare bones of it. The background to these matters is
most interesting (did you know there was a Marine Crescent Green Improvement
Committee in the late C19th? - they did not want to part with their green to the Council,
but would, under certain terms, lease the shore to its western side to them).

Time for lunch here. I would just say that [ have a copy of the 1812 Enclosure Act
that you can borrow. A copy (I believe I am correct in saying several were usually
produced) of the Commissioners’ 1816 award is in the Lancashire Record Office. ] have a
sort of precis of it that someone’s done and you’re welcome to borrow that, too.
However, both the Act and award were published by the W&CH in, I think 1896, though
my memory tells me the latter is not all visible on Crosby library’s microfilm (open to
correction there). The case and opinion re Marine Terrace I have not seen and am not
aware of any copies anywhere (feel very free to prove me wrong!).

Please ‘phone/email if any queries arise on above. I’m trying not to write too
much; I’ve got a couple of pies in the oven and they smell delicious!

You mentioned a wad of papers on the front. I'd be very interested indeed in

seeing them. Rest assured, Il take good care of them.

Best wishes and see you soon!

Koo
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